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[57] ABSTRACT 

A mechanism for controlling the manner in which digi- 
tized image data files are stored on a digital data storage 
medium, such as a compact disc, in an opto-electronic 
image digitizing system in which a plurality of images 
that have been captured on an image storage medium, 
such as 35 mm film, are converted into a digital image 
representation and stored as respective high resolution 
image-representative data files. For each high resolu- 
tion image-representative data file, an associated low 
' resolution digitized image is stored within a low resolu- 
tion index image data file. Selected ones or all of the low 
resolution image-representative data files within the 
index file may be read out and displayed as correspond- 
ing low resolution portions of a montage image to facili- 
tate rapid viewing of the images. 
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image-representative data files. Because the index data 

IMAGE DATABASE INCORPORATING LOW file contains a 'subsarapled copy' of each of a plurality 

RESOLUTION INDEX IMAGE DATA of images, for example those derived from a set of 

twenty-four color film exposures, browsing through a 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 5 stored 'box of slides* to locate a particular image is 

The present invention relates in general to digital readily accomplished by displaying only a single 

image processing systems and is particularly directed to file— the index file, thereby providing the viewer with a 

a mechanism for facilitating the selection of stored im- montage of miniature images by accessing only a single 

ages by storing an index image data file containing a low file. Because the index image data needed to create the 

resolution digitized image of each of a plurality of re- 10 montage is stored in a single contiguous data file, rather 

spectively different higher resolution digitized images. than in a plurality of large, high resolution image files, 

PArirrpr>Tr\m the TWVRWTTnw time rec l uired t0 access the data needed for the 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION momage of miniature pictures fe reduced dgniflcantly . 

Digital imaging systems, such as those employed for Moreover, it is possible to quickly access the low reso- 

converting still color photographic slides into digital 15 lution images and display them one at a time, rapidly 

format for display on a color television monitor, cus- one after the other,as an alternative way of locating a 

tomarily encode the output of an electronic imaging desired image. 

device, such as an opto-electronic film scanner, to some Accompanying each low resolution image within the 

prescribed resolution and store in an associated database index file is an identifier that points to its associated high 

a separate image file for each film image. In many imag- 20 resolution image file, so that the viewer may readily call 

ing system applications involving the storage of a large up and display the high resolution image associated 

number of images, a key consideration is how easily a with the selected low resolution image. This database 

user can locate a particular image of interest out of all access feature of the present invention is particularly 

the images in the database. When the use wishes to useful b photofinishing applications where a customer 
review a pamcularstored image, the images are cus- 25 rfe ^ hotofmisher with a ^ 

omanly called up from the database one at a time, untJ storage rae dium, such as a compact disc, that contams a 

the image of interest has been located. Obviously, such large * number ofcolor mm ^ffles. The fact that the 

a searcn ana locate scheme a very operator intensive dis c ^ 

an index file for plural hi eh resolution 

and tune consuming, especially for very nigh resolution • , r * . a . 

images (e.g. 2KX3K pixel arrays resolved to eight or 30 Z ^^ Y P ^he Process of locatmg a par- 

sixt^nbitspercolorperpixel) which require very large Ucular fUe for a re(mested Photofimshmg operation, 
data files. To simplify this task, the U.S. Patent to Tay- BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
lor etal, U.S. Pat. No. 4,302,776 describes a readout and , . ■ .„ 

display system through which a plurality of reduced f 10 ' 1 ^ammatically illustrates a photographic 

size pictures may be displayed in a single video frame by 35 color f lhn system in which the present 

compressing the size of the plural images (subsampling invention may be employed; 

the images) as they are called up from the database and FIG * 2 diagrammatically shows an image index data 

displaying those plural images as a 'browse' montage of fflc ^ which low resolution images of each of subse- 

miniature pictures. Unfortunately, because the system ? uent ^ flles m duplicated in the course of digitiz- 

of Taylor et al stores the digitized images as relatively 40 m Z ^ recording a set of photographic color images as 

high resolution data files and requires a subsampling low resolution and associated residual images; 
operation for each of these files in the course of general- 3 diagrammatically illustrates the signal pro- 

ing and displaying the browse montage, it is still rela- cessing architecture of an image retrieval mechanism in 

tively slow and requires substantial memory. This is a accordance with the present invention; 
particular problem for databases containing very high 45 FIGS. 4-6 diagrammatically illustrate a scheme for 

resolution images. What is needed is a technique for providing partitioned low resolution bit mapped images 

creating a browse montage which is faster and simpler. and encoded high resolution residual image files; and 

FIG. 7 illustrates a montage of four images with over- 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION laid image numbers. 

The inventors of the present invention have recog- 50 n ™ ATI P n r*p«r*PTPTTriw 

nized that the selection of high resolution images from a iJn,A1LC ' u 1 Lurs 

large image database can be accomplished more quickly Before describing in detail the particular low resolu- 

and easily if the image data is preprocessed and stored tion index image data file storage and retrieval mecha- 

so as to facilitate rapid access of subsampled versions of nism in accordance with the present invention, it should 

the high resolution image data. In accordance with the 55 be observed that the present invention resides primarily 

present invention, the computation and data storage in a novel structural combination of conventional image 

required to create a "browse" or "index" montage of data processing circuits and components and not in the 

miniature pictures are greatly simplified compared to particular detailed configurations thereof. Accordingly, 

conventional digital imagery processing systems, such the structure, control and arrangement of these conven- 

as that described in the above-referenced Taylor et al 60 tional circuits and components have been illustrated in 

patent. In accordance with the present invention, the the drawings by readily understandable block diagrams 

selection of images from the database is facilitated by which show only those specific details that are pertinent 

storing in the same database as the high resolution im- to the present invention, so as not to obscure the disclo- 

ages, but as a data file that is separate from each of the sure with structural details which will be readily appar- 

plurality of high resolution image-representative data 65 ent to those skilled in the art having the benefit of the 

files, an index data file. This index data file contains a description herein. Thus, the block diagram illustrations 

plurality of low resolution image-representative data of the drawings do not necessarily represent the me- 

files, one for each of the plurality of high resolution chanical structural arrangement of the exemplary sys- 
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tern, but are primarily intended to illustrate the major 
structural components of the system in a convenient 
functional grouping, whereby the present invention 
may be more readily understood. 

FIG. 1 diagrammatically illustrates a photographic 5 
color film digital imaging processing system in which 
the present invention may be employed. For purposes 
of the present description such a system may be of the 
type described, for example, in co-pending patent appli- 
cation Ser. No. b 582,305, filed Sep. 14, 1990, by S. 10 
Kristy, now U.S. Pat. No. 5,218,455, entitled "Mul- 
tiresolution Digital Imagery Photofinishing System", 
assigned to the assignee of the present application and 
the disclosure of which is incorporated herein. How- 
ever, it should be observed that the system described in 1 5 
the above-referenced co-pending application is merely 
an example of one type of system in which the invention 
may be used and is not to be considered limitative of the 
invention. In general, the invention may be incorpo- 
rated in any digital image processing system. 20 

In accordance with the digital image processing sys- 
tem of FIG. 1, photographic images, such as those cap- 
tured on 35 mm negatives 10, are scanned by a high 
resolution optoelectronic film scanner 12, such as a 
commercially available Eikonix Model 1435 scanner. 25 
Scanner 12 outputs digitally encoded data representa- 
tive of the response of the photosensitive elements of its 
image sensing array onto which the photographic 
image contained on a respective color negative is pro- 
jected. This digitally encoded data, or 'digitized* image, 30 
is coupled via a raster image digital data stream to an 
attendant image processing workstation 14, which con- 
tains a frame store and image processing application 
software through which the digitized image may be 
processed (e.g. enlarged, sharpened, cropped, subjected 35 
to scene color-balance correction, etc.) to achieve a 
desired image appearance. Once this high resolution 
image has been prepared, it is written onto a transport- 
able, digital data recording medium, such as a write- 
once optical compact disc 16, for subsequent playback 40 
on an optical disc playback device (CD player) 20, 
which can be connected to a relatively moderate resolu- 
tion consumer television receiver 22, or a high resolu- 
tion thermal color printer 24, such as a Model XL-7700 
printer manufactured by the assignee of the present 45 
application. CD player 20 may controlled by a (hand- 
held) remote control unit 26, control buttons of which 
are associated with reproduction (e.g. display) functions 
of the associated output device (television receiver) and 
coupled preprogrammed control inputs in the manner 50 
to be described below for initiating the call up and 
display of digital data recorded on an optical compact 
disc. 

In accordance with the image data processing system 
described in the above referenced co-pending Kristy 55 
application, each captured image is stored as a respec- 
tive high resolution image data file composed of a low 
resolution image bit map file and a plurality of residual 
images associated with respectively different degrees of 
image resolution. By iteratively combining successive 60 
residual images with the low resolution image, succes- 
sively higher resolution images may be recovered from 
the low resolution image for application to a readout 
device such as a color monitor display or hard copy 
printer. 65 

FIGS. 4, 5 and 6 depict a digitized image data storage 
and retrieval method, described in U.S. Pat. No. 
4,969,204, issued: Nov. 6, 1990, by Paul Melynchuck et 



al, entitled "A Hybrid Residual-based Hierarchical 
Storage and Display Method for High Resolution Digi- 
tal Images in a Multiuse Environment" assigned to the 
assignee of the present application and the disclosure of 
which is herein incorporated. Pursuant to this method, 
from a 2048x3072 pixel high resolution image, four 
progressively partitioned 256x384 bit mapped images 
together with encoded "IK" and "2K" residual image 
files are formed. The 2K residual, IK residual and the 
four 256x384 partitioned images together constitute a 
high resolution image file. The first of the four 256 X 384 
partitioned images, where the 512x768 image is sub- 
sampled using even pixels on even lines, constitutes the 
low resolution image record. The present invention uses 
a separately stored copy of the low resolution record of 
each image, grouped together in an index image file, to 
speed up and simplify the task of locating images in the 
database. 

As pointed out briefly above, pursuant to the present 
invention, in addition to writing, onto the disc, a respec- 
tive high resolution image data file that has been format- 
ted as four partitioned bit-mapped files and a pair of 
residual files for each digitized image, the image pro- 
cessing system of FIG. 1 generates and stores a separate 
index image file that contains a copy of the low resolu- 
tion images (that is, one of the four partitioned, bit- 
mapped images) of each of a plurality of image data 
files. This storage mechanism is diagrammatically illus- 
trated in FIG. 2 as an image index data file 31, which is 
preferably written so as to be the first file accessed by 
playback device 20 shown in FIG. 1, into which the low 
resolution digitized images of each of subsequent image 
files 32-1 . . . 32-N are duplicated in the course of the 
digitizing and recording of a set of color photographic 
images. Image files 32-1 . . . 32-N are high resolution 
image files, in that they contain all the information that 
is necessary to produce high resolution images. On the 
other hand, image index data file 31 is a low resolution 
image file and contains a copy of each of the low resolu- 
tion digitized images within files 32-1 . . . 32-N. Each 
low resolution image within file 31 has an identification 
field referencing a respective one of files 32-1 . . . 32-N. 
The low resolution images within file 31 may be di- 
rectly read out without residual processing as a compos- 
ite image, thereby providing the viewer with substan- 
tially immediate access to a plurality of images, or they 
may be accessed one at time in rapid succession, to 
facilitate locating of a particular image. 

Using the signal processing architecture of FIG. 3 to 
be described below, a montage of images may be dis- 
played on TV receiver 22, when the disc 16 is first 
inserted into the playback device 20, or when the user 
presses the montage button 210 on playback device 
remote control unit 26. All of the images on the disc are 
then displayed, either as a single montage or a set of 
montages, along with numerical text to indicate image 
numbers. The user then presses the appropriate image 
numbers 220 on remote control unite 26 in order to 
instruct the player to display the desired full screen 
image. Alternatively, the user may press the scan button 
212 to instruct playback device 20 to rapidly display the 
individual low resolution images from the image index 
file, one at a time, in rapid succession. When the desired 
picture is displayed, the user presses the "view" button, 
which instructs the playback device to retrieve and 
display the corresponding full resolution image. 

FIG. 3 diagrammatically illustrates the signal pro- 
cessing architecture of an image retrieval mechanism in 



08/15/2003, EAST Version: 1.04.0000 



5,440, 

5 

accordance with the present invention, which may be 
incorporated in a commercially available digital data 
storage and retrieval device, such as the compact disc 
player of FIG. 1, for supplying video signals to an asso- 
ciated display device, such as a color television monitor. 5 
As shown in FIG. 3, data read from a disc 40 is coupled 
over input bus 41 to a deformatter 42, which separates 
"header" control data (indicating the start of a new 
image file and the image number) from the image data. 
The header data is coupled over link 44 to a memory 10 
controller 46, while the image data is coupled over link 
48 to a random access memory 50, the storage capacity 
of which corresponds to the total size of the four en- 
coded 256 X 384 partitioned images (512X768) stored 
on the disc. 15 

Memory controller 46 may be incorporated as part of 
the CD player's microcontroller or may be a separate 
dedicated combinational logic circuit driven by the 
microcontroller for controlling the generation of read 
out address/clock signals which are supplied over re- 20 
spective address bus links 52 and 54 to a set of associated 
column and address counters 56 and 58, respectively, 
for controlling the rate and order in which the contents 
of memory 50 are accessed. 

Specifically, the "clock" signal lines allow counters 25 
56 and 58 to be incremented, the "preset" lines allow 
the counter to be preset to the value indicated, and the 
"replicate" line allow the address of column counter 56 
to be incremented every second time that the clock line 
is asserted, rather than every time it is asserted, in order 30 
to display a full screen video image from a low resolu- 
tion 256x384 pixel image record. 

When image data is read out from memory, it is cou- 
pled over link 60 to a text generator which optionally 
and controllably substitutes for the pixel code values 35 
accessed from memory 50 an alternate code value, rep- 
resentative of a prescribed text color (e.g. white). A 
multiplexer switch 63 allows the D/A converter 70 to 
either receive the pixel code values from memory 50, or 
instead to receive the "text" code value. The position of 40 
multiplexer switch 63 is controlled by control signals on 
link 64 from memory controller 46 in such a manner as 
to overlay numbers corresponding to the image num- 
bers of the images being displayed from disc 40. The 
resulting combined image and text data is then output to 43 
digital-to-analog converter 70 for application to a dis- 
play device, such as a color TV monitor, so that a re- 
production of the original 35 mm image will be pres- 
ented to the viewer. 

When the montage button 210 (FIG. 1) is pressed by 50 
the user, the CD reader moves to the index file data 
track and reads some of the data from the index image 
records into memory. Depending on the number of 
stored images indicated by the index file 31 (FIG. 2), 
either a single montage, or a plurality of montage im- 55 
ages, may be stored into memory 50. In order to pro- 
duce a montage of up to four images, as diagrammati- 
cally illustrated in FIG. 7, the four 256x384 low resolu- 
tion records are read into memory 50 in such a manner 
that the first image 401 is placed in the upper left corner, 60 
the second image 402 is placed in the upper right cor- 
ner, the third image 403 is placed in the lower left cor- 
ner and the fourth image 404 is placed in the lower right 
corner. Text generator 62 overlays the numbers of the 
four images in the appropriate locations. Because the 65 
data for these four images is all stored together in index 
image file 31 shown in FIG. 2, the montage is created 
much faster than if the low resolution image informa- 



6 

tion had to be retrieved from the four high resolution 
files 32-1, 32-2, 32-3 and 32-4, since the time required by 
the CD reader to access these four files is four times as 
long as the time required to access the single index 
image file. 

To produce a montage with up to 16 images, the data 
from the low resolution index image record is subsam- 
pled by a factor of two to one both vertically and hori- 
zontally, (that is, every second pixel and every second 
line is discarded by deformatter 42) before being stored 
in memory 50. Thus, memory 50 stores a montage of 
sixteen 128 X 192 pixel images. If the disc contains more 
than sixteen images, the first sixteen images are dis- 
played the first time the montage button is pressed. 
When the user presses the montage button a second 
time, the next sixteen images are displayed in a second 
montage, and so on until all images have been pres- 
ented. 

When the scan button 212 is pressed, the CD reader 
moves to the index file data track and reads the 
256X384 pixel image data from the first index image 
record into memory 50. The memory controller 46 
instructs column counter 56 and row counter 58 to 
replicate each pixel of the index image record for two 
pixel periods and two line periods, in order to display a 
full screen, but relatively low resolution, image. As the 
first index image record is being displayed, the second 
index image record is read from the disc to a second 
portion of memory 50. Once the second image has been 
read from the disc, it is displayed while a third image is 
read from the disc and written into memory 50, over- 
writing the data from the first image. In this manner, all 
of the images in the index image file 31 (FIG. 2) can be 
rapidly displayed on the TV display 72 of FIG. 3, at a 
rate of approximately one per second. Once the user 
observes the desired image, view button 214 is pushed, 
to instruct the CD reader to move to the appropriate 
high resolution image record 32-n, where n is the num- 
ber of the selected image. The CD reader reads the four 
encoded 256X384 partitioned images from the high 
resolution image file into memory 50, so that the full 
resolution video image can be displayed. 

As noted earlier, the index file feature of the present 
invention is also useful in photofinishing applications, 
where a customer may provide the photoflnisher with a 
compact disc containing a large number of color film 
image files. Since the index image file contains the low 
resolution images, the index file may be used to rapidly 
print a montage image on thermal printer 24. 

As will be appreciated from the foregoing descrip- 
tion, the present invention substantially reduces the 
computational intensity and database storage require- 
ments of conventional digital image display, such as that 
described in the previously referenced Taylor et al 
patent, by storing, in the same database that contains 
high resolution images, a low resolution index data file 
that is separate from each of the plurality of high resolu- 
tion image-representative data files. Because the index 
data file contains a copy of the low resolution portion of 
each of the high resolution image files, browsing 
through a stored image set to locate a particular image 
is readily accomplished by retrieving and displaying 
only a single file— the index file, thereby immediately 
providing the viewer with a montage of miniature im- 
ages from a single file. This database access feature of 
the present invention is particularly useful in photofin- 
ishing applications where a customer may provide the 
photofinisher with a portable digital storage medium 
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such as a compact disc, that contains a large number of 
color image files. 

While what has been shown and described is one 
embodiment in accordance with the present invention, 
it is to be understood that the same is not limited thereto 5 
but is susceptible to numerous changes and modifica- 
tions as known to a person skilled in the art, and I there- 
fore do not wish to be limited to the details shown and 
described herein but intend to cover all such changes 
and modifications as are obvious to one of ordinary skill 10 
in the art. 

What is claimed: 

1. A method of storing a plurality of digitized images 
comprising the steps of: 

(a) providing each digitized image of said plurality of 15 
digitized images as a respective multi-spatial reso- 
lution digital image file, said multi-spatial resolu- 
tion digital image file containing plural digital im- 
ages corresponding to said each digitized image 
and having respectively different spatial resolu- 
tions, the plural digital images of a respective mul- 
ti-spatial resolution digital image file containing a 
first digital image having a first spatial resolution 
and a second digital image having a second spatial ^ 
resolution lower than said first spatial resolution; 

(b) storing each multi-spatial resolution digital image 
file provided in step (a) at first respective storage 
locations of a digital data storage medium; and 

(c) storing, in a second storage location of said digital ^ 
data storage medium, which second storage loca- 
tion is separate from said first respective storage 
locations thereof, a separate image index file which 
contains a duplicate copy of each of the second 
digital images contained in said multi-spatial reso- 35 
lution image files. 

2. A method according to claim 1, wherein said digi- 
tal data storage medium comprises a portable write 
once optical compact disc. 

3. A method according to claim 1, wherein said digi- 40 
tal data storage medium comprises a portable digital 
data storage medium. 

4. A method according to claim 3, wherein said por- 
table digital data storage medium comprises an optical 
compact disc. 45 

5. A method according to claim 1, wherein step (a) 
comprises causing an optoelectronic scanner to scan a 
plurality of images that have been captured on a photo- 
graphic image storage medium and thereby produce 
said plurality of digitized images, and processing each 50 
of said plurality of digitized images into a respective 
multi-spatial resolution digital image file containing 
plural digital images having said respectively different 
spatial resolutions. 

6. A process for storing and retrieving a plurality of 55 
digitized images for display on an output display device 
comprising the steps of: 

(a) providing each digitized image of said plurality of 
digitized images as a respective multi-spatial reso- 
lution digital image file, said multi-spatial resolu- 60 
tion digital image file containing plural digital im- 
ages corresponding to said each digitized image 
and having respectively different spatial resolu- 
tions, the plural digital images of a respective mul- 
tispatial resolution digital image file containing a 65 
first digital image having a first spatial resolution 
and a second digital image having a second spatial 
resolution lower than said first spatial resolution; 
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(b) storing each multi-spatial resolution digital image 
file provided in step (a) at first respective storage 
locations of a digital storage medium; 

(c) storing, in a second storage location of said digital 
storage medium, which second storage location is 
separate from said first respective storage locations 
thereof, a separate image index file which contains 
a duplicate copy of each of the second digital im- 
ages contained in said multi-spatial resolution 
image files; and 

(d) accessing said image index file and reading out 
therefrom at least one duplicate copy of a respec- 
tive second digital image contained therein for 
display by said output display device. 

7. A method according to claim 6, wherein step (d) 
comprises accessing said image index file and reading 
out therefrom duplicate copies of respectively different 
second digital images contained therein for display by 
said output display device. 

8. A method according to claim 6, wherein step (d) 
comprises accessing said image index file and reading 
out therefrom duplicate copies of respectively different 
second digital images contained therein and causing 
said read out duplicate copies to be displayed simulta- 
neously on said output display device. 

9. A process for storing and retrieving digitized im- 
ages for display on an output display device comprising 
the steps of: 

(a) providing each of a plurality of digitized images as 
a respective multi-spatial resolution digital image 
file, said multi-spatial resolution digital image file 
containing plural digital images corresponding to 
said each digitized image and having respectively 
different spatial resolutions, the plural digital im- 
ages of a respective multi-spatial resolution digital 
image file containing a first digital image having a 
first spatial resolution and a second digital image 
having a second spatial resolution lower than said 
first spatial resolution; 

(b) coupling a transportable digital data storage me- 
dium to a digital image recording device and caus- 
ing said digital image recording device to store 
each multi-spatial resolution digital image file pro- 
vided in step (a) at first respective storage locations 
of a transportable digital data storage medium; 

(c) storing, in a second storage location of said trans- 
portable digital data storage medium, which sec- 
ond storage location is separate from said first re- 
spective storage locations thereof, a separate image 
index file which contains a duplicate copy of each 
of the second digital images contained in said multi- 
spatial resolution image files; 

(d) coupling said transportable digital data storage 
medium to a digital image read-out device and 
accessing said image index file stored in said trans- 
portable digital data storage medium so as to cause 
each duplicate copy of a second digital image con- 
tained therein to be read out therefrom and dis- 
played by said output display device; and 

(e) accessing a selected one of said multi-spatial reso- 
lution image files stored by said transportable digi- 
tal data storage medium and causing a first digital 
image contained therein to be displayed by said 
output display device. 

10. A method according to claim 9, wherein said 
transportable digital data storage medium comprises a 
write once optical compact disc. 
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11. For use with a system for playing back digitized 
images by way of an output display device, a transport- 
able digital data storage medium having stored at first 
respective storage locations thereof a plurality of re- 
spective multi-spatial resolution digital image files, each 5 
multi-spatial resolution digital image file containing 
respectively different spatial resolution versions of a 
respective one of a plurality of digitized images, said 
respectively different spatial resolution versions of a 
respective multi-spatial resolution digital image file 10 
containing a first digital image having a first spatial 
resolution and a second digital image having a second 
spatial resolution lower than said first spatial resolution, 
and wherein said transportable digital data storage me- 
dium has stored at a second storage location thereof, 
which second storage location is separate from said first 
respective storage locations thereof, a separate image 
index file which contains a duplicate copy of each of the 
second digital images contained in said multi-spatial 
resolution image files, so that when said transportable 20 
digital data storage medium is coupled to a digital image 
read-out device, said image index file stored in said 
transportable digital data storage medium is accessed to 
cause each duplicate copy of a second digital image 
contained therein to be read out therefrom and dis- 25 
played by said output display device. 

12. A transportable digital data storage medium ac- 
cording to claim 11, wherein said transportable digital 
data storage medium comprises a write once optical 
compact disc. 

13. A system for storing and retrieving a plurality of 
digitized images for display on an output display device 
comprising: 

a digital image processing unit which is operative to 



ti-spatial resolution digital image file containing a 
first digital image having a first spatial resolution 
and a second digital image having a second spatial 
resolution lower than said first spatial resolution; 
a digital image recording unit which is operative to 
store each multi-spatial resolution digital image file 
provided by said digital image processing unit at 
first respective storage locations of a transportable 
digital storage medium that has been coupled to 
said digital image recording unit, and to store, in a 
second storage location of said transportable digital 
storage medium, which second storage location is 
separate from said first respective storage locations 
thereof, a separate image index file which contains 
a duplicate copy of each of the second digital im- 
ages contained in said multi-spatial resolution 
image files; and 
a digital image playback unit, to which said transport- 
able digital data storage medium is coupled after 
being transported thereto from said digital image 
recording unit, said digital image playback unit 
being operative to access said image index file and 
read out therefrom at least one duplicate copy of a 
respective second digital image contained therein 
for display by said output display device. 

14. A system according to claim 13, wherein said 
digital image playback unit is operative to access said 
image index file and read out therefrom duplicate copies 
of respectively different second digital images con- 

30 tained therein for display by said output display device. 

15. A system according to claim 13, wherein said 
digital image playback unit is operative to access said 
image index file and read out therefrom duplicate copies 
of respectively different second digital images con- 



provide each digitized image of said plurality of 35 tained therein, thereby causing said read out duplicate 



digitized images as a respective multi-spatial reso- 
lution digital image file, said multi-spatial resolu- 
tion digital image file containing plural digital im- 
ages corresponding to said each digitized image 
and having respectively different spatial resolu- 40 
tions, the plural digital images of a respective mul- 



copies to be displayed simultaneously on said output 

display device. 

16. A system according to claim 13, wherein said 

transportable digital data storage medium comprises a 

write once optical compact disc. 

***** 



45 



50 



55 



60 



65 



08/15/2003, EAST Version: 1.04.0000 



